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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In 1967, Scott Paper commissioned a bleached Kraft pulp mill 
began at Abercrombie Point, leading to job opportunities and 
improvements in the local economy.  The decision to locate the 
provincially owned Boat Harbour Treatment Plant located next 
to Pictou Landing First Nation was the beginning of what is now 
a legacy that in today’s time would be made differently. 
Recognizing this, in 2015 the closure of the existing treatment 
plant was mandated by the Province of Nova Scotia with the 
passing of the Boat Harbour Act.

Since 2016, Northern Pulp has been working on the design of a 
replacement facility.  An Environmental Assessment Registration 
Document (EARD) was registered on February 7, 2019.  In her 
decision, the minister asked for more information on the 
project.  This Focus Report is the response to the Terms of 
Reference of that request. 

NORTHERN PULP IS A TYPICAL CANADIAN 
BLEACHED KRAFT PULP MILL

Northern Pulp is a bleached Kraft pulp mill, utilizing the Kraft 
pulping process and a standard bleaching technology to produce 
pulp for customers around the world.  As a byproduct of the 
process Northern Pulp generates wastewater, air emissions and 
solid wastes that are typical for a Canadian mill.  Like all 
bleached kraft mills, Northern Pulp requires an effluent 
treatment facility to treat the liquid wastewater prior to release 
to the receiving water. 

NORTHERN PULP IS IMPORTANT TO THE NOVA 
SCOTIA FOREST INDUSTRY

The Nova Scotia forest industry is one of the cornerstones of the 
economy of rural Nova Scotia, generating over 11,500 jobs and 
$800 million in GDP.  Northern Pulp is a key contributor to the 
industry, supplying sawmills with logs and purchasing byproduct 
chips and bark that sawmills generate.  Closure of the Northern 
Pulp mill would lead to a major contraction of the industry.  

NORTHERN PULP HAS IMPROVED ITS 
ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE

Since purchasing Northern Pulp in 2011, Paper Excellence has 
invested heavily in improving environmental performance, 
resulting in:

 
• Reduced odorous emissions by more than 90% on average;
• Reduced recovery boiler particulate emissions by 99% on 

average;
• Reduced mill wide particulate emissions by more than 80% on 

average;
• Reduced greenhouse gas emissions through the conversion 

from fuel oil to natural gas.

MODERNIZING WASTEWATER TREATMENT 
FOR NORTHERN PULP

The proposed treatment facility project will see the replacement 
of the existing plant with a state of the art wastewater 
treatment facility consisting of:

• A modern Activated Sludge Treatment (AST) system purchased 
from one of the leaders in treating Kraft pulp mill effluent.  
The system will consist of a Moving Bed Biofilm Reactor 
(MBBR) followed by conventional Activated Sludge (AS).  The 
system has been designed to process 85,000 m3/day of 
effluent, well above Northern Pulp’s average flow of 64,000 
m3/day.

• Continuous monitoring of effluent pH, temperature and 
conductivity and operation of the treatment plant.

• A spill basin will be added to contain any spills in the event of 
an emergency such as a power failure.

• A 15 km High Density Polyethylene (HDPE) pipeline (chosen 
for its reliability) will be constructed to deliver the treated 
wastewater to the receiving water. Sections of the pipe will be 
fused together to eliminate mechanical joints and fittings.

• Leak detection of the pipe will be added to identify issues.
• Improvement in the manner in which the treated effluent is 

discharged; from a weir type discharge at the existing outlet 
to an engineered outfall diffuser further out into the 
Northumberland Strait.

• Water reduction projects that will reduce the effluent flow by 
5000 m3/day in the summer period.

WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY PROJECT 
ASSESSMENTS

As part of this focus report, the Valued Environmental 
Components (VECs) were updated from the EARD.  Based on the 
assessments, no significant adverse residual environmental 
effects were predicted for the air environment, fresh water 
environment or marine environment.

CONTINUED WORK AND COMMITMENT OF 
NORTHERN PULP

The submission of the Focus Report is the next step towards the 
construction and operation of the new Wastewater Treatment 
Facility.  Work will continue on the detailed design of the facility 
as will further permitting of the facility and additional 
environmental monitoring.  Throughout these processes, 
Northern Pulp will continue to seek input from stakeholders and 
rights holders. With the introduction of this proposed 
state-of-the-art wastewater treatment facility, Northern Pulp’s 
environmental footprint is significantly reduced with forestry 
and fishing industries continuing to co-exist and a negative 
environmental legacy that has tarnished the region ends; 
allowing community healing and rebuilding to begin.
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